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Early Days at Huapai School  1919 
 
I was a first day pupil at Huapai 
School.  I was 10.5 years old & 
was in Std. 4.   Until then I had 
travelled by train to Woodhill 
School with other children from 
the district. 
 
41 very excited pupils arrived at 
our new school on April 1st. 1919, 
as advised, but no teacher arrived. 
A mistake had been made in the 
opening date so we were all sent 
home & the school opened the 
next day April 2nd 1919. 
 
There was only one classroom & a 
porch to cater for 41 pupils, 
ranging from Primer 1 up to Std 6.  
A curtain divided this one room, 
Primers & Std 1 & 2 on one side & 
Stds 3, 4, 5, 6 on the other side.  
Mr. Shepherd & Miss McNally 
were the two teachers.  
 
Within a year of the opening date 
a second classroom had to be 
added to the over crowded school 
to cope with increasing 
enrolments. 
Shelter sheds were not built until 
sometime later. 
 
When the first bell rang in the 
mornings we assembled in two 
rows: one for the girls & the other 
for the boys.  For 5-10 minutes we 
went through the routine of arm 
exercises, etc., before marching 
into school in an “orderly” manner.  
If it happened to be raining these 
exercises were done in the 
classroom. 
 
Later when a flag pole was 
erected the flag was raised every 
Monday morning & we all lined up 
for assembly & sang the National 
Anthem, “God Save the King” 
before going to our classroom. 
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School funds were low in those                                                                                                         
days so instead of paying someone 
to clean the school the girls of Std 
4, 5, 6 would take turns at 
sweeping the floor & dusting the 
teacher’s desk, after lessons had 
finished for the day.  Two girls at a 
time would be on duty for a week & 
the money paid by the Education 
Board went to our school funds. 
 
Then there were the Cocoa    
Monitors who, during the winter  
months, took care of the hot  
cocoa drinks, which were  
provided free to all who wanted  
them.  Two kettles on top of the  
stove which was used for heating  
the school room provided the hot  
water. 
 
 
These were the days when slates            
were used in the Primers & Std 1  
& 2, & from then on in Stds 3, 4,  
5, 6, it was pen & ink as well as                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                             
So, there were ink monitors who                                                                  
would fill the ink wells every 
Monday morning.   
                                                                                                            
Children who were tempted to                                                                                                             
flick the ink around from their pens 
got into serious trouble. 
 
Games played in those early days 
were hopscotch, skipping including 
“double Dutch” with two ropes 
working at the same time - very 
popular with the girls.  Rounders 
was another game we all enjoyed.  
The boys spent many hours playing 
their game of marbles & then later a 
cricket pitch was levelled off – rather 
crude in the early stages. 
 
Part of the school grounds near the 
main road & railway line had been 
ploughed & in the furrows were 
numerous small pieces of kauri gum  
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& we in the upper standards were 
allowed to gather these bits & pieces 
& try to make our fortunes.  When our 
small bags (like salt bags) were full of 
these precious pieces of gum, we 
sold them at the local store for a few 
pence. 
             
However, this occupation did not last 
long as with many fingers “digging for 
gold,” the plot soon became worked 
out.   
 
Once a fortnight, pupils of Std 5 & 6 
went by train to Helensville Technical 
School where the girls had cooking 
lessons & the boys woodwork. 
We really enjoyed those trips on the 
train & were proud of our cooking 
efforts.  The boys too enjoyed their 
woodwork classes. 
 
During my time at Huapai School, the 
Education Board decided it was too 
hot for the children to be at school all 
day during the month of February, so 
they decided we would do school 
work in the mornings until 12.30pm., 
then have our lunch.   At 1 o’clock the 
bell rang & that was time for us all to 
walk home in the hottest part of the 
day.                                                                                

                                                                                             
Most children had one or two miles to                           
walk.  It was rather a stupid idea & I                                                                                                                  
think it lasted for only a couple of 
years before we went back to the 
normal school hours in February. 

                                                                                                      
Looking back on these early school                                                                                                       
days I think we all realised they were 
very happy days in our lives.      
 
 
 
Evelyn Small   (nee Barnes) 
 
 
 
Written in 1994.      (Aged 85/86)                   
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                                                  To: Mr. C. Small  (Evelyn’s husband) 

    
                                                            
 

  *Have you got a memory or a story from early years in these districts?   
  *Or a photo with some description?   Would you like to share and learn about some history?    
  *We would love to hear from you.             
  *Please contact the Secretary:   Email: buntycondon@xtra.co.nz     Ph: 027 440 0044                         
 
 

                               


