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Local Waimauku News with Historic Interest 
 

“Whatawatea”  -   at Newly Built Home in Muriwai Valley. 

A Whatawatea, Maori Spiritual Clearing, was held on Tuesday 15th November at 360  
School Road, Waimauku.  The event was to acknowledge the completion of a new home  
on the old Muriwai School site.  The land is now owned by known businessman, Stephen 
Drain, a Partner at PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), who purchased the property in 2017 
from the late William Ronald Paulsen’s children.  The home has significant prominence in 
the district with sweeping views of Muriwai Valley out towards the Tasman Sea. 
 

          

        Back Row - Land owner of School Hill Mr. S Drain 5th from Right flanking Partner Wendy to his left. 
        Back Row - from Left:  Mrs K Paulsen, Mr D Paulsen, with Mr P Parker & Mrs E Parker front left, 

 Mr R Kerr Bell 6th from Left. Stephen’s son Thomas Drain (visiting from Ireland) in green T-shirt 
        Front Row – seated:  Mr N and Mrs R Drain.  

 
 

 



The Whatawatea was attended by representatives of the NorWest Heritage Society. 
Committee member Elaine Parker, whose grandmother’s land in the valley was first 
purchased in 1928.  NWHS Deputy Chairman Mr. Philip Parker was a guest speaker and 
gave insight into the land transactions that have taken place since Native Title.  Locals, 
including Des Paulsen (Ronald Paulsen’s eldest son) and his wife Kelly-Anne, Mr. Drain’s 
parents and guests of honour, Mr. Neiel and his wife, Rewa Drain.  Neiel Drain, former 
director of the Christchurch City Council's parks and recreation department, helped 
Christchurch win the title of best garden city of the world in 1997.  

The Whatawatea was conducted by Mr. Richard Kerr-Bell from Ngapuhi/Ngatiwhatatua. 

 

 
The following is an extract about the Muriwai Site from Mr. Philip Parker’s, soon to be  
released, research book: “Turning the Soil on the Hidden Truth.” 
 
Muriwai School site History 
In 1906, Annie Foster donated nearly five acres of land near Coopers Hill, to the Auckland Education 
Board.  The school itself began in 1894 with lessons held in a barn.  From April 1905, a tent was  
provided by local residents on the Foster property, to bring the school to a more centralised position.   
There was a delay replacing the deteriorating tent with a purpose-built school room, due to uncertainty  
and dispute as to the line of the road frontage, and responsibility for conveyancing costs between the  
Board of Education and Waitemata County Council.   
In May 1906, W A Clarke’s tender of £275 was accepted.  A “rough building” which had been hastily  
built to replace the tent, temporarily was repaired and altered to become a shelter shed. 1   
The main school building was completed in July 1906. 2    
In 1907, just over a quarter acre of land at the north-west corner of the site, which had earlier been taken  
by proclamation as a road, was returned to the Education Board and added to the land holding. 3  
 
 

1 Letter, 31 May 1906, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
2 Letter, 27 July 1906, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
3 NA140/15, LINZ records 

                                                           
 
 

 



 

 
In 1916, the Waitemata County Council advised that they planned to deviate Muriwai Road,  
eliminating the school’s straight frontage (which became a closed road, later amalgamated into the  
adjoining farmland), and necessitating a change to the gateway and access to the school from the  
south to the north-west corner. 4  This took place around 1925. 5 
 
Despite a proposal to amalgamate the Muriwai and Waimauku schools at Waimauku as early as the 
late 1920s, this did not take place 6 until 1937-1938 when both Muriwai and Motutara Schools (both  
half-time schools) were amalgamated with Waimauku. 7 An  application from Papu Pere Pirimona to  
rent the disused school building as a home for his family in 1938 was declined. 8   Edward Baker, on  
behalf of the Helensville Methodist Church, asked for use of the building for church services (for  
which it had been used for services and Sunday school classes up until the school’s closure). 9   
Instead, the Education Board allowed a group of local residents to continue using the building for social  
and religious meetings. 10  A local committee was formed for this purpose, 11 but they relinquished the 
building back to the Board in June 1940. 12   In 1941, tenders were called for the purchase and removal  
of the building, and this was carried out by J C Wiggins for £30. 13 
 
Mrs Emma Myrtle Michael, wife of milk vendor Donald Michael of Otahuhu and owner of adjoining  
Lot 97, offered to buy or lease the former school site in January 1949. 14  At the time, however, the 
Education Board were following the process of first offering the property back to Mrs Foster’s estate or 
successors, failing that, then acquiring a title for the site so that it could be offered for sale by tender.   
The decision to sell by tender was made in September 1950. 15  
The land was transferred to W R Paulsen in May 1951, for £150. 16  The property remained in Ronald 
Paulsen family ownership after his death in 2003 and sold in its original allotments in 2017/2018. 
 

                                                           
4 Letters and memos, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
5 Memo, 22 January 1925, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
6 Auckland Star, 17 July 1929, p. 9 
7 Memos, August 1937, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
8 Memo, 27 June 1938, BCDQ A739 1050 R23970035, Archives New Zealand 
9 Letter, 18 April 1938, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
10 Memo, 10 October 1938, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
11 Letter, 24 March 1939, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
12 Letter, 22 June 1940, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
13 Memo, 26 June 1941, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
14 Letter, 22 January 1949, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
15 Memo, 1 September 1950, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989, Archives New Zealand 
16 Transfer 493485, NA970/85 and NA140/15, LINZ records; letter, 9 October 1950, YCBD A688 5023 R7197989,  
    Archives New Zealand 
 



                            YOUR HISTORIC PHOTOS 
 

  Do you have any historic photos with some description, especially old  
  photographs from the Kumeu Show, for our Centenary display, 11-12 March 2023. 
  Or a memory or story from the early years in these districts? 

    Or would you like to share and learn more about the history of the area? 
 

  If so, we would love to hear from you.  
  Please contact the Secretary:   Mob: 027 440 0044 
  Email:  info@norwestheritage.org.nz 

 

NZ Motor Racing Cup Centenary Celebration                   

The first Motor Racing event was held on Muriwai Beach 5th March 1921. 

The event was to be held in December this year, at the Muriwai Surf Club, but was cancelled. 

The Historic Racing Club has now secured space for this event, 2023, at the following venues: 
 Saturday/Sunday 4/5 February.  A display of the cars and history at the NZ Grand Prix at Hampton 

Downs.  The display will be in the pavilion and provide access for the public to see the cars and the  
NZ Motor Cup. 

 Sunday 12th February.  Ellerslie Racecourse Motor Vehicle Concours Event, inside the main display  
hall.     Again, we will be displaying the cars and the NZ Motor Cup.  
 
NorWest Heritage will be displaying the historic photograph collection from the annual motor racing  
events on Muriwai Beach in the 1920s and 1930s at both these events.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  
       

   Classic Car and Hot Rod Festival:    
      Friday to Sunday 13 - 15 January 2023        

 Kumeu Showgrounds        
 
 

      NorWest Heritage Society will have a display in the  
      “Vintage Section” shed.      

 
 
 

 
Classic Tractors & Farm Machinery           

                                                                                                    

Hay Baling & sausage sizzle   
Waimauku    

           21 or 22 January 
           Subject to weather conditions. 
           Details to be confirmed. 
  Pre-order your hay bales early. 



  

The Treaty and its Times 
By Paul Moon and Peter Biggs. 
 
Price:   $29.00 + freight.*    
             *Or can collect from Waimauku. 
 
Order from www.resourcebooks.co.nz 
Or contact pbiggs@resourcebooks.co.nz      
mob:   027 571 9937  
 
The story of New Zealand from Abel Tasman to 1845.  In its 
480 pages, this hardcover book, in full sumptuous colour, 
has many original documents in full, quotes from the time 
and over 140 illustrations from the period.   It's a delight to 
read. 

 

 

The Treaty of Waitangi is considered today as a document of great importance to New Zealand  ---   
but how many know too much about it?    With this book, you'll find out exactly what happened, in the  
in-depth detail you need. 
 
This book succinctly captures the many multi–layered threads of the tumultuous events in early  
New Zealand and finishing with the Northland wars of 1845.  
Immensely readable, this fresh, credible and mesmerising account should fascinate the reader right to  
the last page.   It is indeed a primer to these extraordinary times. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

                       Would you like to know more about the history of your property?  
     We can provide this service to our community, so please contact us. 
 

You get a comprehensive Report with the information available in the Gov’t. and Council 
archives and a variety of other specialist sources. It includes a summary of the property's 
history of ownership, the relevant titles and survey plans, any additional digital source files 
(from Papers Past, early deeds registers, and photographs of files taken at Archives NZ in 
Auckland,) and may include copies of any available aerial photographs. 

 

Prices may range from $500 to $2500 depending on the complexity of historical ownership  
and the depth of the archival sources available. 
The well-known historic investigator and professional researcher, Lisa Truttman, provides 
the service especially for our community in the North West area. 

 

We just need your address and we will provide a quote for your Property History Report.  
On acceptance and payment, you also get free membership of NorWest Heritage Society for 
12 months. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ATTENTION:    Property Owners 



                
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   
 

Norwest Heritage Society Inc. 
 

              OFFICERS                                   THE COMMITTEE 
           Chairman:           Peter Biggs                     Vivienne Wilson 
        Deputy Chair:     Philip Parker            John & Gael Patchett                           
        Secretary:            Bunty Condon            Elaine Parker 
        Treasurer:           Don Blyth            Beverley McIntyre 
                 Barbara Calder 
                 Joan Green 
                 Brian Rosser        

 

  Did you enjoy this newsletter?    Would you like to be    
  kept informed of events and local history?    

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
  Please pay your annual subs of $20, if you have not yet done so.  
  (Due 1st April)    And with thanks to those who have paid.  
  Direct Credit to NorWest Heritage Society Inc. 
  ANZ Bank  #  06-0254-0536841-00.  Include your name for ‘Ref.’   

  New Members.   To join please go to website for details:  
  https://www.norwestheritage.org.nz/subscribe.html 
 


