
 
 
 

Reg’d Charity # CC552778                  www.norwestheritage.org.nz                  info@norwestheritage.org.nz 
     ___ 

                      _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                        

Newsletter  No. 7           June   2022 

 

Riverhead – from 1863.  Situated at the head of the upper Waitematā Harbour, 31 km by road from 
Auckland CBD, or 15 miles by steamer during the early years. 
The Riverhead Hotel had already opened in 1857.  Later known as The Foresters’ Arms, it is the 2nd oldest 
Hotel in NZ with a liquor licence. 
In the 19th century Riverhead was a centre for gum digging and a vital trading link with Helensville and the 
Kaipara.  The river setting was also ideal for milling timber, flour and paper. There was a railway terminus 
at the eastern end and the line operated from 1875 to 1881 as a link from Auckland to north regions, with 
Riverhead as the transition point from ferry to railway. When the  North Auckland Line connected Kumeu 
with Auckland via rail in 1881, the coastal shipping became unnecessary, so the railway to Riverhead was 
closed.    
In the 1920s John Husheer, entrepreneur, grew tobacco and processed the leaves in his Napier factory, the 
National Tobacco Co. It became the “Riverhead Gold” brand. 
From 1929 to 1933 the Riverhead State Forest was planted on 5,000 ha of poor gum land. 
Riverhead celebrated its first Centenary in 1963.   

 
RIVERHEAD SCHOOL CELEBRATES its SESQUICENTENNIAL 

1872–2022 
 
Saturday, 5th November 
Between 1pm and 2pm.    (free) 
21 School Road-Old School Bldg   
Formal Dinner-Dance at The Riverhead 
from 5pm to 11.30pm.   
Live Band. Tickets: Ph: 4129105.  
 
Sunday, 6th November  
8am Murray Jones Reserve –    walking to 
Riverhead School for   Official Powhiri 
about 9.00am. 
Photo displays, entertainment, lunch 
packs, bus trip, … till 3pm. 
 
  See links below for all details. 
 

 
 

https://www.riverhead.school.nz/150-year-celebration/riverhead-school-celebration-day 
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/groups/332315224885841/ 



24 March 2022 
!!   Happy   100th 

Birthday  to 
Mrs Mary Papa   !! 

The eldest (living) past student of 
Riverhead School. 

 
Mary, the matriarch of the Northwest’s 
Papa orcharding and wine making family 
is still “as fit as a fiddle!” 
         
With thanks to Angela Yelavich and her 

amazing dad, George Yelavich, for delivering her beautiful flowers on behalf of the Riverhead School. 
 
Quick with a quip, when asked for her longevity secret, Mary says: “And it shall remain a secret,” although 
she credits her robust health to good living.  She celebrated with about 50 friends and family at Soljan’s, 
blowing out candles on her birthday cake, decorated with pink roses. 
 
Mary is now looking forward to attending the 
sesquicentenary of her old school.   She recalls 
quite a lot about her school days, where she 
developed her ambidexterity, as being left-
handed was frowned on in those years. She 
would walk to school a short distance from her 
Riverhead home. A boat ride between Riverhead 
and Auckland was a much-anticipated affair in 
earlier years when Mary could catch up on some 
shopping. 
The family was largely self-sufficient. Mary says 
they had a cow (Daisy), a pig, sheep and grew their own vegetables, sometimes selling the surplus. 
Marija ‘Mary’ Jelas was born in Zivogosce in Dalmatia (Croatia) in 1922 and travelled to NZ with her 
parents at the tender age of two.  Her story is related in the Jelas family history from 1839 to 2006, ‘From 
the Old Stone House’, which refers to Frane and Matija Jelas’ home in Zivogosce, not lived in since 1956 
and in ruins after a 1962 earthquake. 
  Settling in Riverhead, after several years in the northern gumfields, Mary attended Riverhead School 
when it had just the one classroom with a curtain dividing juniors from seniors.  She left in Year 6 in 1936 
to work at home on the family’s orchard and help her mum. Mary went to work on agricultural contractor 
brothers, Mate and Bob Papa’s, Huapai orchard, helping Bob’s wife, Ivy, with house-keeping and packing 
shed work, living with them at the Station Road property.   
(Bob [48] died 1948 and Mate [55] died 1958. Mary and Mate married May 17, 1939, St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, and had three sons:  Nick, born 1940 (died Dec.2009,) Dennis born 1941, and David born 1944. 
Mate and Bob bought the Huapai orchard in Trigg Road in 1941. Four years later Mary and Mate sold and 
moved to Station Road.  The family land is now part of a housing development includes many streets with 
Croatian names in recognition of the family’s history. 
Mate & Mary’s three sons bought nearly 5ha in Riverhead for an orchard which became the well-known 
Kiwi Orchard, run mainly by Nick and to where Mary later moved. 



In 1969 Dennis married Carol Tidy and David married Nellie Borich. The Papa families continued the long 
tradition of winemaking and orcharding. 
Her 100th birthdays came with best wishes from Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, Governor-General Dame 
Cindy Kiro, local MP  Chris Penk and many more, with a huge variety of cards and flowers. She also 
received a new iPad from family to keep her up with the news and other events. 

 
Mary remains surrounded by family throughout Riverhead and the wider Northwest with her 5 
grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren.  The families used to gather at her place for dinner for many 
years, the event known as ‘Nana’s Night.’In 1979, accompanied by brother Steve, Mary returned to 
Croatia, seeing the house where she was born and calling on Mate’s family in Podgora.  She returned with 
David in 1994, visiting Rome and the Vatican on the return journey. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NZ Motor Racing Cup Centenary                     (Postponed from last year)   

The first Motor Racing event was held on Muriwai Beach 5th March 1921.     
The event is being organised by the Historic Racing Club Events Ltd. 

DATE:  Friday, 2nd December, at the Muriwai Surf Club 

NorWest Heritage will be there, displaying the historic photograph collection from those annual racing 
events on Muriwai Beach in 1920s and 1930s. Plus a few of the actual cars and similar will be displayed 
there as well as on the beach. 
The Motorsport New Zealand’s Gala Dinner, celebrating its 75th Anniversary, is being held the next 
evening, Saturday 3rd, o some high-profile visitors from around the globe will be attending and able to 
enjoy both events. The organisers are expecting well over 200 guests. 
There will be food trucks and a cash bar, with trestle tables inside and outside, where people can sit and 
eat whilst enjoying the cars on display.   Alternatively, people may bring their own picnics. 
Low tide is 1.30pm, so a leisurely day, rather than an early start! 
The Event is free of charge.   
 

A photographer with a 100 year old GRAFLEX camera will be attending and taking photos.  
More details will follow. 



           
 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

If you haven’t paid your $20 membership fee then please do so as soon as 
possible. 
Existing members: 
Please pay by Direct Credit to NorWest Heritage Society Inc. at 
ANZ  #06-0254-0536841-00. 
Include your name under 'Reference'. 
 
New members. To join please go to: 
https://www.norwestheritage.org.nz/subscribe.html 
For details. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Your historic photos 
 
Do you have any historic photos with some description, especially old photos 
from the Kumeu Show, for our Centenary display in March 2023. 
Or a memory or story from the early years in these districts? 
 Or would you like to share and learn more about the history of the area? 
 
If so we would love to hear from you.  
Please contact the Secretary:   Mob: 027 440 0044 
Email:  info@norwestheritage.org.nz 

Norwest Heritage Society 
 

OFFICERS      THE COMMITTEE  
Chairman: Peter Biggs   Vivienne Wilson  Elaine Parker 
Dep. Chair: Philip Parker   Barbara McIntyre  Joan Green 
Treasurer: Don Blyth    Beverley Calder   Brian Rosser   
Secretary: Bunty Condon   John & Gael Patchett  

 
The Committee welcomes Brian Rosser from Riverhead. Brian is from one of the longest remaining 

families still resident in Riverhead, since the family’s first 30 acres was purchased in 1920. 



Book on early New Zealand 
 

The Treaty and its Times 
By Paul Moon and Peter Biggs. 
 
Price:   $29.00 + freight. Can collect from Waimauku. 
 
Order from www.resourcebooks.co.nz 
Or contact pbiggs@resourcebooks.co.nz      
mob:   027 571 9937  
 
The story of New Zealand from Abel Tasman to 1845. In its 480 
pages, this hardcover book, in full sumptuous colour, has many 
original documents in full, quotes from the time and over 140 
illustrations from the period. It's a delight to read. 
The Treaty of Waitangi is considered today as a document of 
great importance to New Zealand --  but how many know too 

much about it? With this book, you'll find out exactly what happened, in the in-depth detail you need. 
 
This book succinctly captures the many multi–layered threads of the tumultuous events in early New 
Zealand and finishing with the Northland wars of 1845.  
Immensely readable, this fresh, credible and mesmerising account should fascinate the reader right to 
the last page. It is indeed a primer to these extraordinary times. 

 
 

 
 
 
Would you like to know more about the history of your property? 
We can provide this service to our community so contact us. 
 
You get a comprehensive Report with the information available in the 
Government and Council archives and a variety of other specialist sources. 
It includes a summary of the property's history of ownership, the relevant 
titles and survey plans, any additional digital source files (from Papers 
Past, early deeds registers, and photographs of files taken at Archives NZ 
in Auckland), and may include copies of any available aerial photographs. 
 
Prices range from $500 to $2500 depending on the complexity of historical 
ownership and the depth of the archival sources available. 
The well-known historic investigator Lisa Truttman provides the service 
especially for our community in the North West area. 
 
We just need your address and we will provide a quote for the job. On 
acceptance and payment you also get free membership of NorWest 
Heritage Society for 12 months. 

ATTENTION: Property Owners 


